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On DERE D, by the Lords | Spirinal dd Tem) 8 
in Parliament aſſembled, That the T hanks of this Houſe 
- be, and are hereby, given to the Lord mop of st. 
David's, for the Sermon by him preach 
DEC Houſe, Yeſterday, i in the Abbey Church,” aner ; 
and he is hereby defired to une the ſame. to be forth- 
with printed and publiſhed. „%% a 
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Turs 16 THE DAY, WHICH THE LORD HATH MADE: 


: WE WIGS REJOICE, AND let GLAD IN IT. 


Hep 110. Now, O Lonp; 0 Lens, SEND us NOW 
| PROSPERITY ns 


On as this laſt verſe. 1s more 3 vegans in 8 


other e B EG3 


Save Now, I BESEECH TREK. o Lex; O.Lonp, 
SEND US NOW PROSPERITY. 


dently contains in it a prophecy concerning 


Chriſt, under the character of David, yet the 


whole Palm has alſo reference to the deliverance of 
David from the enemies of his country, and the reſto- 
ration of the bleflings of peace to his people. The 
words of the text therefore, as well as the entire pſalm 
| itſelf, as is allowed by all interpreters, afford matter of 


general import and application, and may with propriety | 


be employed, as not unſuitable to tis den of this 
__ s ſolemaity and devotion. 8192 


% 
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Ho UGH the latter part of this Palm evia 
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| AyPLIED to the preſent occaſion, they will naturally | 
ſuggeſt to our minds grateful ſentiments, ariſing from 


the ſituation, in which it has pleaſed the providence of 
Almighty Gop to place us. To Him alone undoubt- | 
edly muſt we aſcribe the final determination of the ca- 


lamities of war, under which this nation has ſo long, 
and ſo ſeverely ſuffered. For, with whatever ſkill and 1 
addreſs conditions of peace may have been concluded 


and ſettled, yet all the wiſdom and knowledge of thoſe, 


under whoſe management this great event has been 


conducted, muſt ultimately be attributed to the guid- 


ance and permiſſion of that Being, whoſe all- wiſe pro- 
vidence ordereth all things both in heaven and earth. 


Ir is indeed no unpleaſing reflection, that the affairs 
of men are not wholly left to their own deciſion and 
direction: that He, who ſtilleth the raging of the ſea, 
checks and commands alſo the madneſs of the people. 
For it is obvious to remark, however averſe we may be 
to make the acknowledgment, that creatures endowed 
with ſenſe and a faculty of reaſon, ſtand in need of 

government and controul, in as great a degree almoſt, 5 


as the irrational and brute part of the creation. The 


violence, the paſſions, the various and oppoſite intereſts | 
of mankind would produce a ſcene of horror and diſ- 


tration, terminating n in the utter extinction of 
both 


+47: 


both ne parties, if they were left to purſue. 
their own deſperate courſe. But there is an inviſible 
hand, a ſuperintending providence, which ſhapes and 
faſhions all our ends, and rectifies and reſtrains every 
extravagance and diſorder. So that whatever conſe- 
quence men may aſſume to themſelves, and little, Gon 
knows, that conſequence is, and ſhort-lived, as them- 
ſelves, they are nevertheleſs but ſecondary agents in the 
direction and government of this world's buſineſs, ſub- 
ſervient wholly to the will of don, and e, inftru- 
ments to do his =O 


 Taxoucn whatſoever means ſo much happineſs is 
conveyed to us, an amicable accommodation of national 
_ diſputes is, and muſt be always, welcome. It is moſt 

| certain, that very painful ſenſations always attend the 
| firſt commencement of hoſtilities. War is a laſt reſort, 
when no other way of terminating differences appears. 
It is attended neceſſarily with ſuch a train of diffioul- 
ties, dangers, and diſtreſſes, that nations muſt be re- 
duced almoſt to a ſtate of deſperation before they can 
engage in meaſures ſo contradictory to the very prin- 
ciples of humanity. Their only plauſible pretence can 
be, that peace and friendly reconciliation is their ulti- 
mate object. It may perhaps be conſidered as an appeal 
to wo WIE of Go D, ww WIE over the concerns 
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141 

i wy and diſtributes juſtice with equal hand to all, and. 
in ſuch fit proportions, as could not be adjuſted. by 
abies. Whenever therefore the miſeries introduced | 
by war and violence are ſucceeded by the return of 
peace, we may reſt aſſured, that the affairs of men are 
under much better diſpoſal than our own. 515 


Nor to dwell on other confilerationa, to a commer- 
cial people, peace is a bleſſing of moſt ineſtimable value. 
This at once effectually checks the injuſtice of rapine 


and depredation, and gives ſecurity for the time it laſts c 


to the uninterrupted enjoyment of property, both per- 
ſonal and national. The ſpirit and genius of the people 
is no longer confined to one odious and deteſtable ob- 
ject, the devaſtation of the human ſpecies. All ſuch 
obſtruction being removed, the active mind of man, 
employs itſelf on objects more ſuitable to it's natural 
diſpoſition, in purſuit of ſcience and-improvement,, and. 
in acts of general benevolence ; which, with, united. 
| ſtrength contribute to the benefit and advantage not 
only of particular nations, but of all mankind, by 
eſtabliſhing, even among the moſt diſtant people, one 
common connection of intereſts, ariſing from the power- 
ful and attractive influence of unity, peace, and concord. 


Wirz the greateſt les ha do we this day 


offer to Goo e: - 0 Him, who i is the ſu- 
Preme | 


F +1 


preme diſpoſer of all events, the giver of alt good 


things, the reſtorer of tranquillity to our country. It 

is He; who hath made peace in all our borders, who 

hath broken the bow, and knapped the ſpear in ſunder 

who with his mighty hand and ſtretched out arm hath 
ſcattered our enemies, - that delight in war. 


Evens of this kind are not however Brought about | 


by-any immediate and miraculous interpoſition of the 
power of Gop. To produce the purpoſes of his pro- 
vidence, Gop makes uſe of natural means. Thus when 
nation riſes up againſt nation, the conteſt laſts, not fo 


long as the headſtrong rage of men would protract it, 


but only, till the means of continuing the diſpute are 
exhauſted. When their power and ſtrength fail, their 
_ animoſities ſubſide. of cont 


TuIS W then the day; which the boxs Rimſelf 


hath made, it is our duty to rejoice and be glad in it, 
as a day productive of general good, and offering to our 
view a pleaſing proſpect of much happineſs, which the 
goodneſs of Gop has placed within our reach. 


e roceed fill farther in forming to ourſelves right | | 


notions of that degree of thankfulneſs, which the bleſ- 
ſings of the preſent hour demand from us, it may not 
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VVV 
be improper to look back to ſome of the extraordinary 
circumſtances of that war, in which with ſo much 
diſtreſs and danger we have been unfortunately involved. 
From thence we may eſtimate the greatneſs and for- 
midable nature of thoſe calamities, which no erg 
harraſs and oppreſs us. 2 = 


Is ever nation was n in a ſcene of more than 
common difficulty, this was certainly our misfortune 
in the late dreadful conteſt. The very people, with 
whom we were firſt at variance, though, long eſtranged 
from us by having little or no perſonal. intercourſe with 
the inhabitants of this country, yet, having been ori- 
ginally deſcended from the ſame anceſtors, governed in 
general by the ſame laws, and ſpeaking the ſame lan- 
' guage, theſe circumſtances gave every thing the appear- 
ance of an unnatural conflict, and exhibited all the 
horrors of a civil war. The diſtreſs ariſing from this | 
unexpected breach between us, was greater on this con- 
ſideration. They had been not many years ſince the 
| object of our moſt friendly care and attention; we: had 
fought their battles at the expence of our on wealth, 
and with the loſs of _ valuable lives of our fellow- 


i 


Ar THOUGH the grief 9 by this 1 


rupture was in ſome meaſure alleviated by the diſtance 
| h | „„ 


— 4 


| 3 
the ſcene of action, which removed from us the i im- 
mediate view of the general mifery which followed; 


: yet. this circumſtance gave additional increaſe to the 


difficulty of carrying on a war, ſo far from the reſources, 
with which it was to be e and nouriſhed. | 

Arx firſt indeed, n theſe and many other 
unfavorable appearances, as far as human conjecture, as 
far as mere probabilities could warrant ſuch a ſuppoſi- 
tion, it may be admitted, that our endeayours, ſupported, 
as they were, with ſufficient expence, and well ap- 
pointed armies, might haye been attended with propor- 


tionable ſucceſs ; and that the end we aimed at might 


| have been attained. It may alſo be preſumed, that the 
extremitics, to which things haye been carried, were 
not generally intended on either fide. The termination, 
they have had, was not within the remoteſt proſpect. 
| Reaſonable and fair conceſſions, which were offered on 
our part, might have produced mutual reconciliation. 


Wa v theſe promiſing. hopes failed us, with which 
we were at firſt flattered, is not my buſineſs, and very 
far from my intention to enquire, much leſs, unin- 
formed. and unequal as I am, to take upon me to decide. 
Whether our in ſucceſs was owing to miſconduct, to 

_ to overſight, 6— rea Ons 
be 


CES) 


be attributed, and poſſibly with me plauſible grou ods 
and reaſons, it will nevertheleſs be more ſuitable to the 
language of this place, and to the employment. of this 
day, to conſider all adverſe occurrences, as ſome of the 
means, by which the Providence of Almighty Gop 
age be 4 8825 to act in our 1 


We have been ſo long habituated to be the 8 
of heaven, that we are alarmed - beyond meaſure, if that 
protection is withdrawn but for a moment. We are apt 
to overlook our own faults, and our own demerits. Nor 
do we recolle& that the race is not always to the ſwift, 
nor the battle to the ſtrong. It is not unnatural for a 
high ſpirited nation to make falſe eſtimates of things, 
and be over ſanguine in their expectations, and to attri- 
bute the misfortune, which bepons, to e fan | 
Gout the true one. | 


Non yet mbſt it be forgotten, that in the midſt of 
ſo many diſcouraging circumſtances, and unproſperous 
events, following each other in quick and rapid ſucceſ- 
fion, much ability and exertion appeared at different 
times, and in ſeveral parts of this complicated buſineſs, 
which give the higheſt reputation to our countrymen, = 
and will be recorded hereafter in hiſtory to their ever- 
Laſting honour. This however is certain, that had we 

| = deen 


- [ 9. ]; 
been left to ourſelves in this conflict, we might perhepe 
have been found at this hour in better circumſtances 
than we are. 


Ho i 3 chat at a choſen opportunity, ane 
at the exact moment, when this country had exhauſted 
great part of it's ſtrength, and when we were under 
the preſſure and diſcomfort of ſome untoward and unfa- 
vourable accidents, an enemy always jealous of the proſ- 
perity of this nation, and watchful for occafions of ac- 
ann the ruin and deſtruction of a rival people, 
having all along, under the pretence of legal traffick 
and commerce, in ſpite of all remonſtrance; and bound 
by repeated profeſſions of friendſhip, moſt treacherouſly 
afforded every clandeſtine aid to our adverſary, choſe at 
| laſt the leſs diſhonorable part, and declared openly and 
Gy * 1 


VE 7, 3 appearances, though it is now well 
known to have been long their premeditated object, and 
a ſettled plan of policy; all this was done under the 
plauſible pretext, as they aſſerted, of affiting an injured 
people, and relieving a foreign nation from oppreſſion. 

They, who, by the very nature. of their conſtitution 
and government, rule over their own people with all 
the tyranny of arbitrary power, ſet themſelves up with 


the moſt barefaced effrontery for the avowed patrons of ö 
e ä © = the 


j 
| 
| 
ij 


| proceedings. and deſigns. 


L 10 J 


through, and the groſs fallacy immediately detected. It 
was clearly underſtood, that, having not the leaſt con- 


cern in the quarrel themſelves, they could have nothing 
ſo much in view, as their own private and paltry in- 
tereſts, their own unjuſtifiable and ambitious n 
and purpoſes. 

Nav, they EPs not only guilty of this mean act of 
treachery, far below the ſpirit of a brave and generous 
people, but, to ſecond their own diſhonorable views, they 


drew in to their confederacy, either as aQive enemies, 


or idle ſpeRators, thoſe, who, by every tie of honour or 
gratitude ; ought to have controuled their unwarrantable- 


Tut conſequence was, that we were at laſt fingly | 


engaged with every enemy, who thought it their inte- 


reſt to attack us, or to join with others in their uſual 


plan of hatred and hoſtility to this country and nation. 


We ſtood alone and unſupported againſt a more formid- 
able hoſt of opponents, than had ever in former times. 
been collected to oppreſs and deſtroy us. All nations, 
ſeemed to compaſs us round about; the kings of the 
earth ſtood up, and the rulers took counſel together 
againſt us. Had not Gop been with us, if the Lord 
a when men roſe up 
; "ot | 


[ * ] 


apzinſt-vs we muſt have ſubk under the power and 
multitude of our enemies; we muſt have been ſwal⸗ 
_ bug e when 8 were ſo eee _— | 


4 5 1 it pleaſed the Ah who has evet been ai 

defender and deliverer in times of moſt urgent and cri- 
tical uncertainty, when we ſtood almoſt upon the very 
brink of deſtruction and ruin, to interpole in our behalf. 
By his all powerful influence the ſpirit and reſentment 
of our countrymen was rouſed. Under the favour and 
protection of his providence euch man at length eferted = 
his abilities to the utmoſt. Unparalleled,: and unheard -. 
of, inſtances of perſeverance and valour were diſplayed 3 
inſorauch, that, whatever the conſequences. of this une< 
qual conteſt may have been, by conqueſt or by ceflion 5 
the national reputation has been preſerved inviolate : nay 


increaſed beyond the example of former times: and 


will, I doubt not, with the ſame divine affiſtance; 
whenever it is called forth into action, continue to diſ- 
play itſelf, to the terror and diſgrace of it's oppoſers, 
with the ſame zeal and activity, and with the ſame 
honeſt, and therefore honorable exertions. | | 


| From this ſhort and imperfect view ek the late 
tranſactions of this war, it appears; how great our danger 
was, and alfo how great our deliverance; how much 
nn and how much teaſon we have to be | 
+ my thankfe) 


I 


6-5 „„ 
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thankful for the removal of choſe fears. Being! overs 


powered by the ſtrength and number of our enemies, 


and treacherouſly deſerted by our former friends, no- 


ching but the hand of Gop could have reſcued us from 
the danger, which on all ſides ſurrounded and threatened 
us with moſt ſerious alarms of impending and almoſt 
inſtant ruin. For thoſe great and unſpeakable mercies 
not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto By name 
be the praiſe. | e 


As we are at length 1 wo the Jiftreſſes 7 war, 


it will be neceſſary to conſider, whether, in our preſent 
| fituation, it may not be. ſtil], as neceſſary as ever, to 


beſeech the Lord to fave us, and to ſend us even now. 
proſperity. For it has been obſerved, that we are placed 
not in a ſtate of perfect ſecurity, but only within the 


reach of happineſs. We are now diſengaged from fo- 


reign avocations, and at leiſuro to attend to ourſelves. 
It will be our own fault, if we let ſlip the opportunity. 


In the freedom from other cares, in the ſuppoſed ſtabi= | 
| Lity of our national concerns, in the unthinking time 


of peace, we may forfeit thoſe advantages, which are 


to be obtained by a right uſe, and _ _ of — | 
gracious gift of PRs. 


Tux ſtation we now hold, the 3 1 
which we are now placed, how fair ſoever the appear- 


ance of peacef ol times may be, in the conſequences poſ- 


| . 5 


; able to ariſe. from hiking are without all Mas ex- 
E nrg en and uncertain, 62H , Sk. oa 


5 425 FJ ; , orig. 33; 9 . 1 


I xx O not 4 N is a ſtate of moſt danger to he 
generality a of mankind ; a ſtate of proſperity, or a ſtate 
of adverſity. We are directed. indeed i in the day of ad- 
verſity to conſider; and moſt certainly. this advice is 
# given upon principles of propriety and wiſdom... Yet 
| perhaps the ſame advice i is equally applicable to a proſ- | 
perous ſtate of our affairs, In times of careleſs and 

peaceful ſecurity men of open and unſuſpicious tempers 
are apt to be forgetful of all duty and obligation in ſome 
unheeded hour. In our preſent circumſtances this poſ- 
fibly may not be an improper repreſentation of our caſe. 
It becames us therefore to be pen, our wake Fette 


Lr our "LED and 3 "oe as they ought to he. 
ſtrongly impreſſed with gratitude for paſt mercies vouch- 
ſafed to us by a kind and protecting providence : : and at 
the ſame time let us not. be unmindful, that evil days 
and calamitous times may ſtill be hanging . over us. We 
may one day expect in our turn the fate and fortune of 
great and once flouriſning empires, which are oo no | 


more. . 
8 5 10 5 
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our late envied ſituation not many years ago; fixed, as ie 
ſeamed, on foundations not to be ſhaken, and incapable, 

| it 


T 1 


is might have beets preſumed. of ſuch alterations, a8 


we have ſince experienced. All oppoũtion eee 5 


before us in every part almoſt of the known world. 
The very name of Britons was every where adored and 
reverenced. 1 do not mean to ſay, that the reverſe is 
now the caſe: our national character, as har been ſaid, 
and 1 repeat it with pleafure, is. certainly now the ſame: 
is ſtill unimpaired and ſtands high in the eſtimation of 
ſurrounding nations, whoſe pride is abated, and whoſe | 
malicc' is aſſuaged. We have, it is confeſſed, ſuſtai 
what to outward appearance may be thought a diminu- 
tion of 1 power and' ftrength : yet, all things conſidered, 
it may not, be to bur detriment. Extent of power does 
not always accom pany extent of territory. © 5 Te Was for- 
merly obſerved of the Roman ſtate, that it was growing 
too unwieldly, and beyond it's juſt proportions ; and 
that it 8 1 was commencing with it 8 . 
| WI Wa not then deſpair. We bare riſen from 
hc leſs reſpectable beginnings, and maintained our 
ground in leſs powerful fituations, than thoſe we now- 
enjoy. By the ſame virtue and magnanitnity, which has | 
been formerly exerted, with the reſources even now. in 
our hands, we may ſtill, as we have been lately, be en- 
abled to baffle the artifices, enn n of 
our common . 1 e 5 


LY £44 


te: 


I has been oblarved,. that diſtreſs e cee 


55 | call forth the latent abilities of the community. Genius 


finds a ſcene, in which it may act to advantage, when 


| Rs hg TE: n the moment. 


E n and * Pa 
remembrance of what we have been, but te rejoice in 
being what we are. Gop may have bleſſings in ſtore for 
us and aur poſterity, of which we are not aware. We 
may ſtill experience the aſſiſting hand of ' providence; 
ee if we or rp ca * — 


f 


l may 1 the inks i of d. 
country, whether adverſe, or proſperous, our thank- 
fulneſs for thoſe mercies lately beſtowed upon us will 
be the ſureſt or moſt probable means of ſecuring. the 
favour of Gop in times to come. Our gratitude will 
de better expreſſed by a ſober, manly, inward ſenſe of 
the bleſſings we have received, than by any outward 
demonſtrations af intamperate joy and. exultationo. If, 
we remember, that this is the day, which the Lord- 
himſelf hath made; we ought fo to rejoice in it, as if 
we retained in our hearts a devotional reverence of Him, 


who made it. If in the future conduct of our lives, 


we hearken to the voice of the Lord our. Goo, our 


Saviour and mighty Deliverer, if we keep his com- 
; mandments, 5 


- K 


an mente if; we turn to the Lord our „Gon with al . 


our hearts, and with all Our ſoul, in grateful remem- 


brance of his protecting and providential care over us 
then ſhall the Lord our Go p make us proſperous and 

plenteous in every work of our hands; for the . 5 * | 
will So 2 over us for our good, as he was ac- 
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To obtain'this moſt defireable ME a the more effectu- 
ally, let us be, as we are moſt bounden, good chriſ- 
ians nd good ſubjects, characters inſeparable from 
each other. Let us, upon goſpel principles, cultivate: 
a friendly diſpoſition, and a fincere good will towards 
all mankind : and, if it be poſſible, . and, as much as 5 
lieth in us, let all animoſities amongſt ourſelves have 
an end; let all private and parti; conſiderations ceaſe. 
Let our moſt zealous attachments be directed with true 
greatneſs f mind to the love of our country: and let 
our moſt active exertions be employed with all _ 5 
in purſuit of the general good and welfare of the whole 
community. Theſe are, or ought to be, the firſt and 
| * 5 of a wile and een N 
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